Methodological issues and research strategies in the study of coping with cancer.
We explore methodological issues and research strategies and applications in the study of coping with cancer. The major points are addressed within the context of the transactional, or process, model of stress and coping offered by Lazarus and Folkman. Three features of this model are discussed: (a) a focus on what individuals are actually doing and thinking in stressful transactions as opposed to what they usually do or would do; (b) an emphasis on assessing coping behavior in relation to a specific context and; (c) attention to the dynamic nature of coping behavior. We outline each of these three features and discuss its implications for research on coping with cancer; particular attention is given to specific measurement strategies and substantive research questions. We also consider the utility of research on coping with cancer for the design and implementation of coping interventions for individuals with cancer.